The Significance of ANZAC Day

ANZAC Day is a national day of remembrance in Australia and New Zealand that
commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders who served and died in all wars, conflicts,
and peacekeeping operations and the contribution and suffering of all those who have served.

Observed on the 25th of April each year, ANZAC Day was originally to honour the members
of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) who fought at Gallipoli against the
Ottoman Empire during World War I. On the morning of 25 April 1915, ANZAC soldiers
formed part of the allied expedition that set out to capture the Gallipoli peninsula in Turkey in
order to open the Dardanelles to the allied navies. The objective was to capture Constantinople
(now Istanbul).

The ANZAC landing on Gallipoli met fierce resistance from the defenders. A stalemate quickly
developed, and the campaign dragged on for eight months. At the end of 1915, the allied forces
withdrew. Both sides suffered heavy casualties and endured great hardships. Over 8,000
Australian and almost 3000 New Zealand soldiers were Killed.

The landing on Gallipoli, and events that followed had a profound impact on Australia and
New Zealand. The 25th of April soon became the day on which Australia and New Zealand
remember the sacrifice of those who had died in the war. ANZAC Day now includes the
remembrance of all Australian’s and New Zealander’s killed in military operations.

The Dawn Service
A Dawn Service is a key part of the commemaoration of ANZAC Day.

The Dawn Service has its origins in an operational routine which is still observed by land forces
today. The half-light of dawn plays tricks with soldiers' eyes and from the earliest times the
half-hour or so before dawn, with all its grey, misty shadows, has been one of the most favoured
times for an attack. Soldiers in defensive positions were therefore woken up in the dark, before
dawn, so that by the time the first dull grey light crept across the battlefield they were awake,
alert and manning their weapons.

After the First World War, Australia’s and New Zealand’s returned soldiers sought the
comradeship they felt in those quiet, peaceful moments before dawn. With symbolic links to
the dawn landing at Gallipoli, a dawn ceremony became a common form of Anzac Day
remembrance.

Dawn services were originally very simple, and in many cases they were restricted to veterans
only. A later daytime ceremony was conducted for families and other well-wishers, while the
dawn service was for old soldiers to remember and reflect among the comrades with whom
they shared a special bond. In more recent times, families and young people have been
encouraged to take part in dawn services, and services in Australia and New Zealand are now
attended by hundreds of thousands of people on 25 April every year.
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